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Why do pianos go out of tume?]

Plano wirea, even though made of ateel,
muat vibrate In order to produeg a tone
through the soundboard, therefore theag
wWirga muast be clastie. The acundboard of a
pianc (whieh ia moat often made of soft
apruee wood) as well as the ron frame, will
riag and fall beeause of expansion and
eontraetion, due to effeets of heat, ecld
and hamiditg. Thia pash pull of the
acunding board againat theag elastie
atrinds la the main resson why planos do
out of tung overall dpeeifie notea do out
of tunge

beesuag of the foreg or the blow of the
hammer atriking the atrinds with fores,
gapeelally if the tuning pina tend to be a
little locag, uaaally the reault of low
hamidity lgwrela.

What does the piano tuner do?

Flirat gour planc taner will remaove all top
eovera of the plano for elzar acezaa.

flfter & amall inapeetion oversll, gour pi-
ano tuner will atart the tuning proeedure
by first, sctting the piteh (dong tradition-
ally by a tuning falk) or by a piteh finder,
depending on the piano tungra akilla. after
agtting the piteh, he will then tung ong of
the stringa of zach note within one cetave
(zaech Eeyg or note has 3 atringa) then he
will finallg tune the reat of the plane to the
piteh agt.

Take a memaorahle

guaotation from this article
or (Juestion you may have

and call us for further

asslstance.

W hen pianos should be tuned? ]
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Secondary
Article.

When should my

piano be tuned?

To maintain the beat sound quaality
posaible and to lengthen the life of
the piano, it is uasually beat for all
pianca to be taned. ..

Cvery 12 Months

If the pianc ia NOT tuned at lpaszd
gvery 12 monthse, the piteh of the
piano gradaally falla to mueh and
therefore will reault in the planc
ngeding to be tuned twieg or more In
order to raiag the piteh to the eorreet
lgwel and stag there.

The eorrzet piteh for plancs ia,

L A430. . [eonegrt Piteh).

One important fastor to note, la that
aome piancs that are not old, bat in
bad eondition, mag not be ablz to
hold piteh, asually beeause of locag
tuning pina or negleet in regular
tuning.
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How do I mamtain
my Piano?....

For all pisnos new or old, there
are 3 gaay ateps to follow In
ocrder to maintain a planc.

[ Open the bottom door of gour
piano. (loeated ander the Eeg-
board) by lifting the little lewver
that ageures the door eloasd, or
on aome planos tarn the 2 levels
loeated under the Eegboard on
guneh aide of the bottom door.
How aprinkle a emall amouant of
Hepheling FledKEd | over the
floor of the plano (about a hand
fall). Thia will prevent motha
from gating the gipenaive high
guality felt in the plano to make
goung eceocon for there goung.
(For aafetyg reasona) it is
reeommended to aag only
Hepheling flakeas HOT Motha
balls dug to goung ehildren
ageing the moth balls as lolliga. .

2 If gou live in a drg area, a
gdood way to help prevent the
tuning pina from looasning, aa s
result of low hamidity levels, it
i@ important to put a amall
eontaingr (aayg a 2 ot leg-ergam
gontaingr) inaidg, on the planca
floor, and fill it full of ecld

water Thia will help ereate
humidity and maintain good
moiatarg levela in the plano. Buat
it is impgrative that it is re-filled
the minimuam of gveryg 3 montha
all gear round.

5 TWedular piano tuning
annually....



7 Stegps to buying an old Piano...

Pianos do not last forgver, as many pgople
think they do.. Unfortunately, pianos continug to
put out some Rind of sound long after major
rgpairs arg ngeessary. The musie produeed by
a piano is only as good as the piano itself and
theg condition of the piano dgpgnds on the
condition of thousands of partsl.. To begin your
gvaluation of the piano you intgnd to buy,

1. Pull the piano from the wall to sgg if any glug
joints of the backing frame and cabingt arg
coming apart.

2, If thg backing frame is falling apart, decide
weather if not the piano is really worth complete
disassgmbly, major woodworking and reg-gluing.

3. Is the cabingt acegptablg as is?..
Re-Finishing a piano with a smooth piano finish
is much morg work than re-finishing other
furniture. (Jour piano technician can advisg
gou wherg to go for piano reg-polishing is this
sgrvicg is unavailablg).

Re~finishing with Polygster ROT French polish
will giveg gou the best gnduraneg & finish.

4. Arg sections of the soundboard warped away
from the ribs?..

Small cracks argn't important, bat large ongs
arg usually accompanigd by loosg segctions of
soundboard which make the piano sound likg a
bad loudspgaker. If the other parts of thg piano
arg in good condition, turn gour attgntion to the
strings and the tuning pins...

5. {drg the Bass strings reasonably clgan, or arg
they caked with dirt and corrosion?....

6. {irg the treble strings, pregssure bar and
tuning pins so rusty, the strings will break
daring tuning?...

A certain amount of tarnish isn't sgrious, but
actual rust mgans the piano should bg re-
strung.

7. fre the tuning pina tight?. .

(the onlg wayg to mesaure the tightneas
of the tuning pina ean only be done by
an giperigneed piano tuner). but goa
gan uag a tuning fork or a dood duitar
tuner to eheek how eloas to piteh it ia.
The further awag from piteh, the worag
off the planc is..

In dummaryg..

If the pianc has an anglued frame,
unglaed or eracked eabinet parts or
venger, & broken plate, ruaty metal
parta, larde eracka in the acundboard
and bridges, locss tuning pins,
worn-out or moth gaten hammers and
action parta,, If ia haa warped Kega,
elieking netion parta or KEega which plag
more than ong note at & time, eonaidar
looking for ancther planc or plan to get
major repairs dong with gour loeal
planc teehnieinn.

Uour beat option is to det gour planc
teehnielan to earry out theag
inapeetions for gou, to enaure that goua
arg getting the piano gou arg paging
for...

If gou open the top lid of the pianc and
look inaide, gou should aze all the little
hammers and dampers, if gou don't and
gou szg s wooden beam plaeed over
the hammers and dampers, thia tgpe of
piano ia ealled & over dampgr plano,
whieh ia the tgpe HOT TO BUY, mainly
beeausg this tgpe of plano & have
reached there used by date and don't
or will only stay in tung for a verg ahort
time. (mometimes between [ hr or if gouar
lueky, up to 8 montha).. (Kost taners won't

tang them) P1PTS
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7 steps to buying
an old piano (Grand’s) |

Faaieally with grand planca, gou ean
follow the 7 atepa showed for upright
pilanos aa a rough duide, the only
differgness are with atep [, gou just
have to look under the plano to age
the same as deseribed.

But with drand pianca, it ia aaaally
beat gven more to have gouar piano
teehnieian look at the plano for gou,
sna sometimea the tgpe of damper
actiona in aome older grand'a, ean
vary ite prieg, partiealarly when it
gomes to repalira...

REMEMBER. .

The moat important thing is, when
buying a szeondhand piano, is to bug
the instrament not the eabingt and
what is mag look like in gour home.
for grand's and apright plancs, and
secondly, it s imperative that goua
bug & pianc that ia in tung.

Piano Talk waa brought to gou
eourteay of
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